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FENTANYL OVERDOSES 
 

In the past, the Training Section has released several training bulletins related to 
Fentanyl, the harm it causes people who encountered it and the fact there have been 
several overdoses throughout Kern County.  
 
Recently the Training Section received statistical information from the Kern County 
Coroner’s office regarding an alarming number of deaths in Kern County with Fentanyl 
being a contributing factor. The following is a short list of stats collected for the first quarter 
of 2021: 
 

 January 2021 – There were 21 deaths and the average age was 37 years old.  

 February 2021 – There were 9 deaths and the average age was 38 years old. 

 March 2021 – There were 18 deaths and the average age was 41 years old. 

 April 2021 – There were 9 deaths and the average age was 44 years old. 

Their ages ranged from 14 years old to 69 years old. The Coroner’s Office did see an 
increase in Fentanyl overdose in 2020; however, in 2021, most of the drug overdoses 
have a Fentanyl component to them. Specifically, the Coroner’s Office is seeing a lot of 
methamphetamine, heroin, and cocaine mixed with Fentanyl. The locations of the deaths 
are throughout all of Kern County and not in one generalized location. 
 
One large concern is Acetyl Fentanyl. This form of Fentanyl is 15 times more potent than 
other forms of Fentanyl and is considered a designer drug. Although we do not have a lot 
of stats regarding this designer drug, the three deaths involving this drug were females.  
 
Law enforcement officers should use caution when approaching a scene with Fentanyl 
present; the substance can be absorbed through the skin and through inhalation of 
airborne powder. Fentanyl can be fatal if swallowed, inhaled, or absorbed through the 
skin. If Fentanyl comes in contact with the skin, it can enter the body through inadvertent 
touching of the mouth, nose, or other mucous membrane. It is important to wash your 
hands to limit the possibility of exposure. Hand Sanitizer should not be used. Fentanyl 
should be handled with nitrile gloves and other personal protective equipment. Naxalone 
(Narcan), an opioid antagonist, can be used to counter Fentanyl’s effects and can be 
administered intravenously, intramuscularly, or subcutaneously. When administered 
quickly and effectively, Narcan restores breathing to a victim in the throes of a heroin or 
opioid overdose. 
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The Sheriff’s Office Narcotics Division stated they have seized approximately 127,000 
Fentanyl pills so far this year. Narcotics detectives stated the dealers are cutting the 
Fentanyl into their methamphetamine, cocaine and heroin, and they are not doing this 
through a clinically approved manner. In the end, some users do not realize Fentanyl is 
present in their drug of choice or they do not realize how much Fentanyl is present. 
 
If you encounter fentanyl or suspected fentanyl and are unsure how to handle the 
substance, please contact detectives from the Narcotics Division.  
 
For further information, refer to Training Bulletin 18-23 – Fentanyl Exposure Risk. 
 
For further information on Narcan, refer to Training Bulletin 18-34 – Narcan Update and 
Policy Update.   
 




