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APPLICABILITY  

 

When used in this policy the terms, “officer,” “peace officer,” “deputy,” or “deputies” shall include 

Sheriff’s Deputies, Detentions Deputies, Detentions Officers, and Park Rangers.   

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

 

In all uses of force, deputies shall adhere to the provisions and Guiding Principles outlined in 

DPPM F-0100 Use of Force – General and Deadly Force.  This policy provides further guidelines 

regarding approved methods and devices available for the application of force. 

 

POLICY  

 

In all cases, a baton shall only be used by trained and authorized members of the Sheriff’s Office 

and shall conform to the policies and procedures outlined in this manual. Members of the Sheriff’s 

Office authorized to carry or use a baton shall only carry or use Sheriff’s Office-issued or Sheriff’s 

Office-approved batons. Whenever feasible, deputies shall exercise de-escalation techniques in an 

attempt to resolve tense and evolving incidents without having to use force, and seek voluntary 

compliance from subjects.  

 

The use of a baton is only permissible when a deputy reasonably believes that a subject is violently 

resisting arrest or poses an immediate threat of violence or physical harm to the deputies or others, 

and shall not be used on a subject who is passively resisting or merely failing to comply with 

directives. Mere non-compliance and/or verbal threats alone, without the present ability and 

apparent intent to cause injury to the officer or subject, do not justify the use of a baton. In 

evaluating reasonableness, the most important factor to be considered is whether the involved 

person posed an immediate threat to the safety of the deputies  or others.1   

 
DIRECTIVE #1: RESTRICTED DEVICES 

 

The use of “saps” (e.g. Weighted leather strap), “sap gloves” (e.g. Weighted or reinforced plastic 

covering the knuckles), “billy clubs,” or similar unauthorized devices by employees of the Kern 

 
1 The courts have held that less-lethal force options (such as a baton) constitute an “Intermediate Force” option and 

are “unreasonable when an officer has detained a suspect for minor infractions and the suspect clearly poses no threat 

to the officer or public safety.” [Young v. County of Los Angeles (2011)]   



F-0500-2 

EFFECTIVE: 

August 1, 1990 

REVIEWED: 

January 26, 2026 

REVISED: 

January 26, 2026 

UPDATED: 

January 26, 2026 
 

 

County Sheriff’s Office is strictly prohibited. Soft padding covering the knuckles for breaching are 

not considered “sap gloves” for the purposes of this policy. 

 

PROCEDURE A: USE OF FORCE WARNING & DE-ESCALATION  

 

In accordance with DPPM F-0100, deputies shall use de-escalation techniques, when feasible, to 

attempt to resolve tense and evolving incidents without using force. This includes giving a verbal 

warning, prior to using a baton, unless it is not feasible to do so.  

 

• Exception: The warning is not required if deputies are being assaulted and must 

immediately defend themselves.  Also, if the tactical plan requires an element of surprise, 

a verbal warning is not required.   

The verbal warning should include a command and a warning of potential consequences, and the 

deputy shall give the subject a reasonable time to comply following the warning, if feasible. If the 

subject is reasonably perceived to be a Spanish speaking, Limited English Proficient (LEP) 

individual and deputies are fluent in that language, efforts should be made to give the warning in 

English and Spanish, if feasible. Warnings shall be documented as outlined in DPPM F-0100.   

 

PROCEDURE B: USE OF A BATON – GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Use of the baton is proper in lawful situations where there is an immediate threat to the safety of 

the deputies or others.    The following are considerations for the use of a baton: 

 

• The deputy, when feasible, has first used de-escalation techniques as outlined in DPPM F-

0100. 

• Baton use shall be objectively reasonable and proportional to the seriousness of the 

suspected offense or the reasonably perceived level of actual or threatened resistance. 

• Lower levels of force are not consistent with the threat posed.  

• Lower levels of force are not feasible and/or have been attempted and failed. 

• The deputy has a reasonable belief that they cannot overcome the resistance/assault or gain 

compliance of the subject by using lower levels of force, due to the subject’s size, strength, 

physical capabilities, age, and subject’s actions (e.g., such as taking a fighting stance or 

exhibiting a trained fighting skill) compared to the deputy.  

• The deputy is faced with multiple subjects. 

• Immediate control is needed due to the subject violently resisting arrest or posing an 

immediate threat of violence or physical harm to the deputies or others.   

• If the application of a baton is ineffective, deputies shall consider other objectively 

reasonable force options proportional to the subject’s resistance level.   

• Each application of a baton must be separately articulated in reporting.  
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PROCEDURE C: USE OF A BATON – SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Vulnerable Populations 

The use of a baton should be avoided on a member of a vulnerable population2 unless deputies can 

articulate, based on the totality of the circumstances, why they reasonably believe that other options 

lack feasibility (such as appears ineffective, impractical, or presents a greater danger to the deputy 

or others) and that the deputy reasonably believes that the need to control the individual outweighs 

the risk of using the baton.  

 

Crowd Control Situations 

When authorized by an Incident Commander, or their designee, deputies can use a baton during a 

crowd control situation.   

 

The baton may be used as a pushing tool to encourage or move individuals who do not respond to 

verbal commands, encroach deputies on a skirmish line, or ignore a lawful dispersal order. In 

determining the amount of force which is objectively reasonable, deputies should also consider 

contributing factors known to them associated with the crowd's conduct and actions.  

 

• For example, if individuals are approaching a skirmish line, and deputies believe that such 

conduct is the result of individuals being pushed forward by the crowd, deputies should 

factor such belief into their decision regarding the appropriate response and use of force.  

 

A baton may be required to  engage individuals who are physically aggressive, or acting violently.  

In these situations, deputies may use an objectively reasonable force option when the crowd 

violently approaches a skirmish line, or to control and/or arrest violent subjects in a crowd who 

refuse to obey lawful commands to disperse or are attempting to harm or actually physically 

harming someone in the area.    

All use and reporting of force including the use of extended range impact weapons, chemical 

agents, including OC, and conducted energy weapons (CEWs) for crowd control incidents must 

comply with the Sheriff’s Office Crowd Control Policy F-1300. 

 

PROCEDURE D: TARGET AREAS 

 

Optimal Target Areas 

When using any force, including the baton, the deputy’s goal is to gain compliance and control of 

the subject and situation. When using the baton, deputies shall choose targets that are easily 

accessible and effective. Approved strike areas for the baton include: 

1. Arms 

2. Lower Legs 

3. Chest 

 
2 Vulnerable populations are individuals that are apparently children, elderly, pregnant women, people with physical, 

developmental, and mental disabilities, or people with limited English proficiency. 
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4. Side (Rib Cage) 

5. Midsection 

Prohibited Target Areas 

Deputies resorting to using a baton, as with any other impact weapons, shall avoid any intentional 

striking in the following areas unless necessary to defend against an imminent threat of death or 

serious bodily injury to the deputy or others, and no other resources or techniques are reasonably 

safe or feasible as perceived by an objectively reasonable deputy. 

• Head 

• Neck 

• Throat 

• Spine 

• Kidney 

• Joints  

• Groin 

It is recognized that the dynamics of each situation and deputy safety may not permit deputies to 

limit the application of the baton to a precise target area. As such, deputies shall take prompt and 

ongoing care to monitor the condition of the subject if one or more of these prohibited areas are 

struck with a baton and immediately seek medical attention. If deputies unintentionally strike an 

individual in any of the above-listed areas, those deputies and all witness deputies shall thoroughly 

document the circumstances that led to any baton strikes in these areas, which will be thoroughly 

assessed in the review process as specified in DPPM F-0200.  

 

In instances where deputies strike an individual intentionally in the head (with a baton or 

improvised impact weapon), this will be investigated as a deadly use of force and shall be 

investigated and adjudicated as a Category 3 use of force as outlined in F-1100 and F-1200.  

 

In instances where deputies unintentionally strike an individual in the head (with a baton or 

improvised impact weapon), a consultation with the Investigations Division Commander, or their 

designee, shall be conducted at a minimum, to evaluate and ensure that all reasonable care was 

taken to avoid the unintentional strike. If the individual is hospitalized due to the head strike, then 

detectives shall respond and conduct the investigation.  

 

Refer to DPPM F-0200 and the F-0200 use of force matrix for further details. 

 

PROCEDURE E: STRAIGHT BATONS - SPECIFICATIONS 

  

The Sheriff’s Office will issue straight, wooden batons. Batons must be dark in color, made of 

hardwood,1
1

8
 to 1

1

2
 inches in diameter (width) and 29 inches in length with rounded ends, have a 

smooth surface without holes or grooves, and not have any intentional marks, engraving, or 

modifications aside from inconspicuous markings containing the deputy’s name, initials, or 
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identification number. Deputies will ensure that excessively worn or damaged batons are turned in 

and replaced.  

 

• Exception: Members of the Sheriff’s Office authorized to carry or use a 36-inch or 42-

inch riot baton when issued and specifically authorized by the highest-ranking Sheriff’s 

Office member at the scene or in charge of a crowd control situation.  

Deputies may carry their own batons, providing they conform to the above specifications and are 

purchased and maintained at the deputy’s expense. Prior to carrying a personal baton on duty, 

deputies shall present the baton to their supervisor for inspection to ensure compliance with this 

policy.  In addition, supervisors shall perform inspections of personally owned batons during other 

regular inspections, as outlined in DPPM K-0100: Appearance Regulations and DPPM E-0800: 

Personal Patrol Vehicle/Vehicle Use Policy.     

   

The Sheriff-Coroner must approve any exception to these specifications. Any unauthorized 

modifications or carrying of batons not meeting these requirements are a violation of this policy 

and deputies shall be subject to disciplinary action. 

 

PROCEDURE F: STRAIGHT BATONS – AUTHORIZATION 

 

Uniformed deputies and park rangers will have their straight batons available while on-duty and 

working in a patrol assignment. When deputies are in the field contacting the public, they will have 

an approved baton on their person, unless exigent or other dynamic circumstances exist that 

prevent them from doing so. The wooden baton is the primary baton; however, a collapsible baton 

may be used instead of the wooden baton when authorized by this policy.  

 

Uniformed detentions deputies will have their straight baton available either on their person or 

assigned vehicle while on-duty (e.g. Hospital Guard). Neither detentions deputies nor detentions 

officers will carry a Sheriff’s Office-issued baton on their person while off-duty.    

 

Detentions deputies and detentions officers are permitted to use a straight baton under limited 

circumstances, only as directed and authorized by their facility manager or shift supervisor, to 

prevent injury to any person by a prisoner, prevent prisoner escape, or quell a riot in or about any 

jail facility.  

 

PROCEDURE G: COLLAPSIBLE BATONS - SPECIFICATIONS 

 

Deputies trained and certified by the Sheriff’s Office’s Arrest and Control Team in the use of a 

collapsible baton may carry a collapsible baton per this policy. The collapsible baton shall be 

carried in lengths of 24” to 31” (when fully extended). The collapsible baton must be black with 

no chrome parts and have a textured matte or machine foam grip.  

 

The Sheriff-Coroner must approve any exception to this specification. 
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PROCEDURE H: COLLAPSIBLE BATONS - AUTHORIZATION 

 

The following uniformed specialized units are authorized to carry the collapsible baton when 

deployed in the course of their assignment: 

• SWAT 

• SERT 

• K-9 

• Bike Patrol 

• Boat Patrol 

Uniformed deputies and park rangers may carry a collapsible baton, in addition to the required 

straight batons, while on-duty working in a patrol assignment. 

 

Personnel assigned to the Transportation Unit or any of the Units in the Court Services Section 

may carry the collapsible baton instead of the wooden baton in that work environment.  

 

Deputies assigned to non-uniformed duties may carry the collapsible baton instead of the wooden 

baton in that work environment.  

 

Detentions deputies and detentions officers are permitted to carry and use a collapsible baton while 

on-duty within all Lerdo Detention Facilities or in the course of their custodial duties outside of 

the facilities as an additional force option.  

 

PROCEDURE I: POST-APPLICATION CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Medical Treatment 

Evaluate and render medical aid as outlined in DPPM F-0100 and DPPM P-0600. Any person 

subjected to the use of a baton shall be medically cleared before booking. Any deputy transporting 

an arrested person on which a baton has been used will advise detentions facility personnel that a 

baton was used and advise of any medical treatment or first aid given. The transporting deputy will 

comply with any requests by detention facility personnel for further medical treatment before 

booking. 

 

Stage Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”) 

When possible, deputies responding to calls for service that include information indicating possible 

pre-existing conditions, possible overdose, cocaine psychosis, or other signs of medical distress3, 

etc., should request additional deputies and consider having medical units staged. Subjects 

experiencing these pre-existing conditions need immediate medical treatment. 

 

 
3 Refers to indicators of medical distress such as an individual exhibiting extreme agitation, violent or irrational 

behavior, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics, and imperviousness to pain. These signs may 

indicate an increased risk of sudden death requiring immediate medical attention. See DPPM P-600 for further 

details.   
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Evidence Collection 

Per DPPM P-0600, photographs of the affected areas of the subject’s body shall be taken to show 

the existence or absence of injury following a use of force.  

 

Report of Use 

All baton applications, including accidental strikes, shall be documented in the related Incident 

Report and the Use of Force Reporting System as outlined in DPPM F-0200. Deputies shall 

thoroughly document the circumstances that led to any intentional or accidental baton strikes, 

which will be thoroughly assessed in the review process by management. 

 

Supervisor Notification 

In all cases in which deputies use a baton, intentional or accidental, they shall make a notification 

to the on-duty supervisor or watch lieutenant as soon as safely possible. All supervisors shall 

conduct a review of the application of the baton per DPPM F-0200. Refer to DPPM F-0200 and 

the F-0200 use of force matrix for further details.  

 

Death or Injury Likely to Cause Death in Conjunction with a Baton Application: 

Any incidents involving death or serious bodily injury after the use of a baton will be investigated 

as outlined in F-1100 and F-1200. 

 

 


