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APPLICABILITY 

When used in this policy, the terms “officer,” “peace officer,” “deputies,” or “operators” shall 

include both Sheriff’s Deputies, Detentions Deputies, Detentions Officers, and Park Rangers.  

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

In all uses of force, deputies shall adhere to the provisions and Guiding Principles outlined in 

DPPM F-0100 Use of Force – General and Deadly Force.  This policy provides further guidelines 

regarding approved methods and devices available for the application of force. 

 

BACKGROUND 

A Conducted Energy Weapon (CEW) is a device designed to affect a subject’s motor nervous 

system and sensory nervous system by means of deploying battery-powered electrical energy 

sufficient to cause direct physical incapacitation through neuromuscular incapacitation (NMI). 

Other key terms and definitions may be found in the “Definitions” section at the end of this policy. 

 

POLICY 

 

The use of a CEW is a less lethal use of force option and is permissible only when a deputy 

reasonably believes that a subject or suspect is actively resisting a lawful arrest or poses an 

immediate threat of violence or physical harm. A CEW shall not be used for a suspect or subject 

who is passively resisting or merely failing to comply with directives.  Mere non-compliance 

and/or verbal threats alone, without the present ability and apparent intent to cause injury to the 

officer or subject, do not justify the use of the CEW. In evaluating reasonableness, the most 

important factor to be considered is whether the involved person posed an immediate threat to the 

safety of the deputies or others.1  

Before using the CEW, deputies have an affirmative duty, whenever feasible, to de-escalate using 

time, distance, cover, crisis intervention tactics, or other de-escalation tactics to gain voluntary 

compliance of subjects and thereby reduce or eliminate the need to use the CEW. 

 
1 The courts have held that less-lethal force options (such as a CEW) constitute an “Intermediate Force” option and 

are “unreasonable when an officer has detained a suspect for minor infractions and the suspect clearly poses no threat 

to the officer or public safety.” [Young v. County of Los Angeles (2011)]   
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PROCEDURE A: VERBAL AND VISUAL WARNINGS 

 

Unless it would otherwise endanger deputy safety or others’ safety or is not feasible due to 

circumstances of the situation, a verbal announcement of the intended use of the CEW shall 

precede the application of a CEW device to: 

 

• Provide the individual with a reasonable opportunity to voluntarily comply. 

• Provide the deputies and individuals with a warning that a CEW device may be activated. 

Note: Deputies should recognize that, in some circumstances, a subject’s disability or 

condition may limit or restrict their ability to comply with directions or commands. Deputies 

should rely on their relevant training to assess these situations. 

 

If, after a verbal warning, an individual continues to express an unwillingness to comply with a 

deputy’s lawful orders voluntarily and it appears both reasonable and practical under the 

circumstances, a deputy may, but is not required to, display the electrical arc or the Taser’s laser 

sighting system in a further attempt to gain compliance before the application of the CEW device. 

 

If the subject is reasonably perceived to be a Spanish speaking, Limited English Proficient (LEP) 

individual and deputies are fluent in that language, efforts should be made to give the warning in 

English and Spanish, if feasible. The fact that a verbal or other warning was given, or was not 

given, shall be documented in any related reports.   

 

PROCEDURE B: USE OF THE CEW 

 

As with any other force option, the CEW has limitations and restrictions requiring consideration 

before its use. The CEW should only be used when its operator can safely approach the subject 

within the operational range of the CEW. Although the CEW is generally effective in controlling 

most individuals, deputies should be prepared with other options. 

 

Deputies may use a CEW device when the circumstances known to the individual deputy at the 

time indicate that the application of the CEW is reasonably necessary to subdue or control: 

• A violent or physically resisting subject who poses an immediate threat to the safety of the 

officer or others; or 

• A potentially violent or physically resisting subject who has verbally or physically 

demonstrated an intention to resist and appears reasonably likely to pose an immediate 

threat to the safety of the officer or others when: 

o The deputy has given the subject a verbal warning of the intended use of the CEW 

followed by a reasonable opportunity to voluntarily comply, when feasible. 

o Other available options reasonably appear ineffective or would present a greater 

danger to the deputy, the subject, or third parties. 

• Absent articulable facts and/or reasonable perceptions indicating other available options 

lacked feasibility, appeared ineffective, impractical, or would have presented a greater 
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danger to the deputy, the subject or others, merely ignoring verbal orders, not 

acknowledging warnings, or mere flight is not sufficient justification for using a CEW.  

o Deputies shall consider the severity of the offense, and the level of threat posed by 

the subject, while considering tactics to mitigate the risk of potential injury while 

continually assessing the appropriate and available tactical options. 

PROCEDURE C: GENERAL DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS  

 

The following guidelines govern use of the CEW:  

• Department members shall not hold both a firearm and a CEW (or any other weapon) at 

the same time, except as necessary to transition between force options. 

• Department members shall confirm that the weapon they are holding is a CEW and not a 

firearm before use. 

• CEW application(s) shall be objectively reasonable and proportional to the seriousness of 

the suspected offense or the reasonably perceived level of actual or threatened resistance. 

• Each application of a CEW must be independently documented and assessed for policy 

compliance.   

• If the application of a CEW is ineffective, officers shall consider other objectively 

reasonable force options proportional to the subject’s resistance level.   

• Deputies may handcuff subjects while incapacitated by the CEW, but should avoid 

touching the probes and wires and the areas between the probes during application to avoid 

accidental or unintended shock 

PROCEDURE D: SPECIAL DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Special Deployment for Vulnerable Populations 

The use of a CEW is prohibited on the following individuals unless deputies can articulate, based 

on the totality of the circumstances, why they reasonably believe that other options lack feasibility 

(such as appears ineffective, impractical, or presents a greater danger to the deputy or others) and 

that the deputy reasonably believes that the need to control the individual outweighs the risk of 

using the CEW:  

 

• Is reasonably believed to be pregnant2   

• Appears or is known to be elderly (65 or older)  

• Regardless of age, is believed to have a pacemaker or visibly frail or with obviously low 

body mass.  

• Appears or is known to be a dependent adult or has a physical/developmental disability. 

• Appears or is known to be a minor between the ages of 14 and 17. 

 
2 See “Procedure E – General Prohibitions for Vulnerable Populations” for specific prohibitions on incarcerated 

pregnant persons. 
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• Is known to have been recently sprayed with alcohol-based pepper spray or is close to 

flammable and/or combustible fumes/liquids/materials. 

• Is in a position or conducting an activity that may increase the risk of substantial injury if 

the CEW is deployed. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

o On an elevated platform 

o On unstable surface 

o Operating motor vehicles or riding a mode of transportation 

o In an area with a possibility of drowning 

o Holding a firearm 

o In physical control of an infant or small child where use of the CEW may result in 

the child being dropped or injured. 

Crowd Control Situations 

All use and reporting of force including the use of extended range impact weapons, chemical 

agents, including OC, and conducted energy weapons (CEWs) for crowd control incidents must 

comply with the Sheriff’s Office Crowd Control Policy F-1300.  

 

PROCEDURE E: GENERAL PROHIBITIONS 

 

The following provisions are unauthorized uses of the CEW and are prohibited: 

• Use of the CEW to coerce, harass, belittle, or abuse any person or prisoner. 

• Use of the CEW in any form of horseplay.  

 

General Prohibitions for Vulnerable Populations 

Penal Code section 4023.8, subdivision (h) strictly prohibits the use of a CEW, Oleoresin Capsicum 

(pepper spray), or exposure to other chemical weapons on an “incarcerated” pregnant person.   

• For this policy, an incarcerated pregnant person is someone reasonably believed to be 

pregnant who has received a booking number, whether booked into an actual jail facility 

or absentee booked away from a jail facility. 

The use of a CEW is prohibited on the following, unless there is no other alternative than the use 

of deadly force:  

• A subject who appears to be under the age of 14 

• A subject who is in custody and handcuffed, restrained, or otherwise 

incapacitated/immobilized. 

 

Drive Stun Mode 

The use of the Drive Stun Mode shall be limited to completing a Three-Point Drive Stun to achieve 

neuromuscular incapacitation (NMI). The use of a CEW in Drive Stun Mode (direct contact 

without darts) as pain compliance is prohibited unless necessary to: (1) avoid the use of deadly 

force or (2) avoid the use of other force that could increase injury to the subject or (3) in the 

immediate defense of life and there are no other available reasonable alternatives. 
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PROCEDURE F: MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS 

 

If, after a single application of the CEW, a deputy is still unable to gain compliance from an 

individual and circumstances allow, the deputy should consider whether or not the CEW device is 

making proper contact, the use of the CEW is limiting the ability of the individual to comply, or if 

other options or tactics may be more appropriate. However, this shall not preclude any deputy from 

multiple, reasonably necessary applications of the CEW on an individual. 

 

Two CEWs may be applied when deputies are confronted with high-risk subjects who may be 

armed, extremely violent, and/or wearing thick clothing or when other circumstances would 

require immediate incapacitation to minimize injuries to the subject or other persons. Applying 

two CEWs will increase the likelihood of effective probe placement and instant incapacitation, but 

caution shall be taken remaining cognizant of the number of cycles applied to the subject. 

 

In either case, multiple applications shall be limited to a total of three (3) five second CEW cycles 

or a total of 15 seconds of cumulative CEW application.  Exceeding three cycles may be 

appropriate under the limited circumstances only when the deputy stops to reassess the situation 

and the only reasonable alternative would be the continued use of the CEW, rather than a use of 

force that could cause great bodily injury or death. 

PROCEDURE G: OPTIMAL RANGE AND TARGET AREAS 

 

Optimal Range 

The Optimal Range for the Taser 7 is 4-22 feet. This range provides for the most effective spread 

of the probes and increases the likelihood of NMI.  The operating range of the close quarters (CQ) 

cartridge is 4-12 feet, while the operating range of the Stand Off (SO) cartridge is 12-22 feet.   

 

Optimal Target Areas 

When deputies fire probes at an individual, areas with large amounts of muscle tissue should be 

targeted. The optimal target areas of the body are the lower center-mass (below the chest) and legs 

when the subject is facing you, or the subject’s back if the subject is turned away from you. Leg 

strikes may increase the likelihood of incapacitation if the subject wears unusually thick clothing 

or the physical surroundings do not allow an upper torso strike. Deputies shall target the subject’s 

lower center mass to avoid targeting the below prohibited areas.   

 

Prohibited Target Areas 

Deputies shall avoid any intentional application in the following areas unless exigent 

circumstances exist: 

• Head 

• Neck 

• Throat 

• Groin 

• Spine 

CEW probes and lasers can cause serious damage to a person’s eyes and shall not be aimed at, or 

directed toward, the face or head area. The chest area also shall not be targeted.  
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It is recognized that the dynamics of each situation and officer safety may not permit deputies to 

limit the application of the CEW darts to a precise target area. As such, deputies shall take prompt 

and ongoing care to monitor the condition of the subject if one or more darts strikes one of these 

prohibited areas and immediately seek medical attention.  Deputies shall thoroughly document the 

circumstances that led to any CEW applications in these areas, which will be thoroughly assessed 

in the review process by management.  

 

PROCEDURE H: POST-APPLICATION CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Medical Treatment 

Evaluate and render medical aid as outlined in DPPM F-0100 and DPPM P-0600. Any person 

subjected to the electrical discharge of a CEW or struck by CEW probes shall be medically cleared 

before booking. 

 

When probes penetrate a subject’s skin and remain embedded, a medical professional shall remove 

them. Probes that may have penetrated a subject’s skin but have fallen out shall be treated as a 

biological hazard. They should be placed point first inside a needle/syringe tube and turned in as 

indicated below. 

 

Stage Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”) 

When possible, deputies responding to calls for service that include information indicating possible 

pre-existing conditions, possible overdose, cocaine psychosis, or other signs of medical distress3, 

etc., should request additional deputies and consider having medical units staged before CEW 

activation. Subjects experiencing these pre-existing conditions need immediate medical treatment. 

 

Evidence Collection  

Per DPPM P-0600, photographs of the affected areas of the subject’s body shall be taken to show 

the existence or absence of injury following a use of force.  

 

Photographs of the affected areas of the subject’s body shall be taken after the medical staff 

removes the probes. The expended cartridge, wire leads, probes, shall be collected and booked as 

evidence. If any of the above cannot be collected, the reasons shall be documented in any related 

reports. The deputy will dock the battery (PPM) as soon as feasible to download the deployment 

data. 

 

Report of Use 

All CEW applications, including accidental discharges, shall be documented in the related Incident 

Report and the Use of Force Reporting System as outlined in DPPM F-0200. Any report 

documenting the discharge of a CEW cartridge will include the cartridge’s serial number and an 

explanation surrounding the discharge.  

 

 
3 Refers to indicators of medical distress such as an individual exhibiting extreme agitation, violent or irrational 

behavior, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics, and imperviousness to pain. These signs may 

indicate an increased risk of sudden death requiring immediate medical attention. See DPPM P-600 for further details.   
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Supervisor Notification 

In all cases in which deputies discharge a CEW, they shall make a notification to the on-duty 

supervisor or watch lieutenant as soon as safely possible. All supervisors shall conduct a review 

of the application of the CEW per DPPM F-0200.   

 

Accidental activations, with an air cartridge attached, must be reported immediately to the deputy’s 

supervisor. 

 

This requirement does not apply to CEW training applications. 

 

Death or injury likely to cause death in conjunction with a CEW application: 

In the event of a death or an injury likely to cause death during or after a CEW application, the 

CEW Coordinator or designee shall be contacted and advised of the incident to ensure that all 

CEW equipment is properly preserved and examined. Any incidents involving death or serious 

bodily injury after the use of the CEW will be investigated as outlined in F-1100 and F-1200. 

 

PROCEDURE I: CEW EQUIPMENT: 

 

CEW Carry Guidelines 

Only a TASER brand CEW, which is owned and maintained by the Kern County Sheriff’s Office, 

is authorized for use.  Uniformed deputies and detentions deputies assigned to enforcement or 

security-related duties, who have been issued a CEW, shall carry the CEW on their person while 

on-duty in a department-approved holster.   

 

• CEWs shall not be carried off duty. 

• Deputies shall use only Sheriff’s Office-issued TASER cartridges. 

• CEW shall be carried with a Taser brand air cartridge attached and ready to discharge.   

• The Taser T7 shall be loaded with either two close quarters (CQ) or standoff cartridges or 

a combination of the two. 

• All Department CEWs shall have a yellow marking sticker or yellow colored body to 

differentiate the CEW from a lethal weapon. 

 

CEW Holsters 

Holsters shall be worn only on the opposite side of the deputy’s handgun. When the deputy is in 

an unarmed assignment, the CEW holster shall remain on the deputy’s support side. A thigh holster 

may be used in place of the authorized belt holster. The thigh holster must be of a design approved 

and inspected by the CEW Coordinator prior to field use.  

 

• The cross-draw position of either holster is prohibited. 

• Special Weapons and Tactics Team members and Sheriff’s Emergency Response Team 

members may use optional holster systems that meet the specific needs of their tactical 

equipment and special operations while conducting tactical training or operations, upon 

approval by their respective commander.  
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• Department members authorized to wear a tactical vest may carry the CEW within the 

vest, to be worn on the support side so long as it does not cross the front centerline of the 

torso. 

CEW Care 

Deputies issued a CEW are responsible for the care and security of their CEW. 

• CEWs shall be kept in their case or holster when not in use. Dropping an unprotected CEW 

on a hard surface may damage the unit. 

• CEWs and air cartridges shall be carried in the holster or stored in a secure and dry location 

when not deployed. 

• Personnel shall only remove the PPM from a T7 CEW to load into a charging bay.   

• Function Tests should be conducted before the beginning of each shift. 

• The TASER’s PPM shall be replaced after a deployment or at a minimum on a monthly 

basis. 

 

PROCEDURE J: CEW COORDINATOR  

 

The Sheriff’s Office will assign a CEW Coordinator to manage the CEW program.  The 

Coordinator shall have the following responsibilities: 

• Developing the Sheriff’s Office CEW Training Program curriculum. 

• Approving certified CEW instructors and CEW technicians. 

• Coordinating training in the use of the CEW for deputies. 

• Training specified technicians on the procedures for downloading information from CEWs. 

• Coordinating updated training and re-certification on an annual basis. 

 

Record Keeping 

The CEW Coordinator is responsible for data management involving the CEW Program. 

Data management includes the following duties: 

• Property Room personnel shall record the serial numbers of all issued TASERS and air 

cartridges. 

• Data port downloads may also be conducted at any time upon request by a deputy’s 

immediate supervisor, lieutenant, commander, or CEW Coordinator. 

TASER technicians and CEW data downloads 

Specified personnel trained as CEW technicians shall conduct routine inspections and maintenance 

on department issued CEWs. 

 

When a CEW comes into the possession of a technician for any reason, the technician shall conduct 

a data download of the CEW. 

 

Download Protocol 

T7 CEW downloads are automatic and conducted every time a PPM is removed from a CEW and 

loaded into a charging bay for charging.  Download information is automatically uploaded to 

AXON for archiving. 
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The technician shall never delete or alter any downloaded data.  If data is accidentally deleted or 

fails to be saved, the CEW Coordinator shall be immediately notified of the circumstances and 

documented by the technician in an incident report. 

DEFINITIONS 

Air Cartridge: A replaceable cartridge for the Taser which uses compressed nitrogen to fire two 

barbed metal probes on thin connecting wires, sending a high voltage/low ampere signal into a 

subject. 

 

Activation: Turning the safety switch/lever on the Taser to the armed position. 

 

Application: Sending an electric discharge to an individual with probes from an air cartridge or 

drive stun. 

 

Arcing: Activating a CEW without discharging the probes or making physical contact to warn a 

subject. 

 

Conducted Energy Weapon (CEW): A less-lethal force alternative designed to use propelled 

wires or direct contact to conduct energy to affect the sensory and/or motor functions of the 

nervous system. 

 

CEW Cycle: An activation of a CEW for a duration of up to five seconds 

 

Digital AFID: Each air cartridge compatible with the Taser T7 CEW will have a unique barcode 

that, when scanned with a barcode reader, will display the deployment information of the cartridge, 

including on which CEW the cartridge was loaded.  

 

Drive Stun Mode: Drive stun is accomplished by firmly pressing the front of the Taser against a 

target area with enough force to maintain solid contact, either without an attached air cartridge or 

a fired cartridge still attached. 

 

Function Test: A test done to verify the CEW’s core electronics are working properly. 

 

Neuromuscular Incapacitation (NMI): The involuntary stimulation of the sensory and motor 

nerves, thus making an individual’s high level of pain tolerance irrelevant. This involuntary 

stimulation causes uncontrolled muscle contractions, and temporary loss of voluntary motor 

function.    

 

Performance Power Magazine (PPM): The removable batteries that power the Taser. 

 

Probe Mode: Two or more darts are propelled from cartridges which are designed to stimulate a 

portion of the subject’s nervous system with sufficient pulsed electrical energy to bring about 

uncontrolled muscle contractions which can override the subject’s voluntary motor function 

depending on the location where the probes hit.  
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Three-Point Drive Stun: The end of the CEW is held against the body of the subject (direct on 

skin or through clothing) to complete the circuit or supplement a closed circuit after the subject 

has been hit with one or more probes. A three-point drive stun may be used to create the second 

point of contact if one of the two probes has missed the subject. Deputies may also use a three-

point drive stun to increase the space between contact points, thereby increasing the effectiveness 

of a CEW after both probes have hit the subject. 

 

 


