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F-0920-1 

 

POLICY 

 

This policy establishes guidelines for using canines for detection deployment1 purposes. This 

includes searching for narcotics, explosive ordnance, and articles. Sheriff’s Office canine handlers 

are permitted to use a departmentally approved canine for detection deployments, and the handlers 

are adhering to the reporting requirements and the Canine Philosophy in DPPM F-0900. 

 

No canine team will be serviceable unless the handler and canine are current on all training 

requirements set forth by the Sheriff’s Office. This includes monthly training hour requirements 

and annual certifications for patrol and detection, as outlined in DPPM F-0930.  

 

PROCEDURE A: DRUG DETECTION CANINE  

 

In accordance with DPPM F-0910, a canine handler shall have approval from the Canine Sergeant, 

an on-duty field supervisor, or an on-duty watch commander before any canine deployment. The 

handler is responsible for deploying the drug detection canine as a method of investigation. The 

drug detection canine may be used to: 

• Search vehicles, buildings, parcels, areas, or other items pertaining to the 

investigation. 

• Obtain a search warrant by using the canine in support of probable cause. 

• Assist in the search for drugs during a search warrant service. 

• Assist in drug education programs and public demonstrations for the Sheriff’s Office. 

• A canine shall not be used to search a person for narcotics. 

 

PROCEDURE B: EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DETECTION (EOD)  

 

In accordance with DPPM F-0910, a canine handler shall have approval from the Canine Sergeant, 

an on-duty field supervisor, or an on-duty watch commander before any canine deployment.  The 

 

1 For a definition of deployment and further definitions, refer to DPPM F-0900. 
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handler is responsible for the deployment of the EOD canine during the search. If a device is 

located, the handler will summon a certified bomb technician. In the event the bomb technician 

deems it is unsafe for the EOD canine to be utilized for a further search, the bomb technician can 

discontinue the use of the EOD canine. The EOD canine may be used to: 

• Assist in the search of a building, structure, area, vehicle, or article for a trained 

explosive odor. 

• Assist with searches at transportation facilities and in vehicles (e.g., buses, airplanes, 

trains). 

• Preventative searches at special events, dignitary visits, official buildings, and other 

restricted areas.  

• Assist in searching a scene where an explosion has occurred, and an explosive or 

secondary explosive device is suspected.  

• At no time will an EOD canine be used to render a suspected device safe or clear.   

• A canine shall not be used to search a person for any suspected explosive device or 

materials. 

 

PROCEDURE C: ARTICLE SEARCHES  

 

A Sheriff’s Office canine trained to find objects or property related to a person or crime may be 

used to locate or identify articles. Article searches shall be conducted on-lead/leash to minimize 

the likelihood of any unintended bites or injuries.  

 

PROCEDURE D: SEARCHING PERSON(S) 

 

A canine will not be used to search a person for drugs under any circumstances. If a drug detection 

canine alert causes the officer to believe that a person may be in possession of narcotics, the officer 

in charge of the investigation will determine how to proceed. The canine may search personal 

possessions only if lawfully removed from the person. 

 

The canine will not be used to search a person for explosive materials or precursor chemicals under 

any circumstances. The canine may search personal possessions only if lawfully removed from the 

person. 

 

PROCEDURE E: ASSISTING OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

 

A drug detection or EOD canine team may be available to support other law enforcement agencies. 

Requests by other agencies must be approved by the Canine Sergeant, the Canine Unit Lieutenant, 

or a command/ranking officer in their absence. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case 

basis. Canine handlers shall comply with Sheriff’s Office policies when assisting other law 

enforcement agencies.  
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PROCEDURE F: DETECTION CANINE TRAINING 

 

Training for a drug detection canine will be conducted by the Sheriff’s Office designated trainer 

using actual controlled substances as training aids, as permitted by state law. Training of the EOD 

canine will also be conducted by the Sheriff’s Office designated trainer, in cooperation with the 

Sheriff’s Office Bomb Squad, using actual explosive materials as training aids. 

 


