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KERN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
Detentions Bureau 

Policies and Procedures 

TITLE: Mattress Distribution D-700 

EFFECTIVE: REVIEWED: REVISED: UPDATED:
October 13, 2025 04-01-2026 

APPROVED BY: Detentions Bureau Chief Deputy  

REFERENCE: Title 15, Section §1270, DBPPM D-600, DBPPM I-100 

POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to maintain proper sanitation, accountability, and safety 
standards regarding incarcerated person bedding and to outline detentions personnel 
responsibilities if a damaged mattress is found. Mattresses that are soiled, infested, 
damaged, or otherwise unfit for use must be sanitized, repaired, or replaced before 
reissuance of that mattress. Sanitation of mattresses shall be handled pursuant to DBPPM 
D-600. 

Each incarcerated person shall receive a mattress upon housing and will return it upon 
their release, transfer, or as otherwise directed. Detentions personnel are responsible for 
inspecting, documenting, and tracking all mattresses during the check-out and check-in 
process. 

DEFINITIONS: 

 Damage: Mattresses that display cuts, burns, tears, punctures, graffiti, and 
evidence of tampering or intentional removal of padding. 

PROCEDUE A: Issuance of mattress 

Upon providing a housing location to an incarcerated person, detentions personnel will 
complete an inspection of the issued mattress, the inspection will ensure the mattress 
being issued is clean, free of rips/holes, and otherwise serviceable. Detentions 
personnel will complete the Mattress Inspection Form (Attachment A) which will be 
retained in the incarcerated person’s file. The incarcerated person will sign an 
acknowledgment of receipt and condition of the mattress upon being issued. 
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PROCEDURE B: Mattress return or inspection 

Upon the release or transfer of an incarcerated person, their mattress shall be returned 
and inspected by detentions personnel. Detentions personnel shall inspect the mattress 
for damage and complete the Mattress Inspection Form (Attachment A). Collect the 
mattress and return it to the mattress storage room of the respective facility. Damaged 
mattresses will be placed in the space designated and marked for damaged mattresses 
only.  

If detentions personnel discover damage to a mattress, they shall document the 
damage in a Jail Management System (JMS) incident report for disciplinary action 
pursuant to DBPPM I-100. In the event an incarcerated person’s mattress is damaged 
upon release, the housing floor deputy will document the damage in a crime and 
incident report and issue the incarcerated person a citation. The report shall be 
submitted to the Kern County District Attorney’s Office for review. 

 The following shall be documented in the associated JMS incident and Axon 
RMS reports: 

o Name and booking number of the incarcerated person. 

o Date mattress was issued and condition of the mattress at that time. 

o Date and time mattress was returned. 

o Condition of the mattress upon return  

o Any evidence indicating the incarcerated person intentionally damaged the 
mattress. 

o Value of the mattress 

 Standard Mattress Cost - $131.39 

 Suicide Watch Mattress Cost $144.31 

o Mattress Inspection Form (Attachment A).   

Damaged mattresses shall be replaced upon request. 


