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POLICY 

To provide for the health and safety of incarcerated persons who need orthopedic or 
prosthetic appliances, incarcerated people who possess such an appliance may keep it 
while in custody. However, if the shift supervisor deems that the appliance is a threat to 
the security of the facility or an immediate risk to the safety of any person, the appliance 
may be confiscated. 

Incarcerated persons with an orthopedic or prosthetic appliance may be housed in a 
housing unit set aside for this purpose. Facility medical staff may issue an orthopedic or 
prosthetic appliance to an incarcerated person in lieu of their personally owned appliance. 

Incarcerated people may have family members or friends deliver orthopedic or 
prosthetic devices to the detention facility in which they are housed. Staff will thoroughly 
search such appliances before they are accepted. If the shift supervisor believes the 
appliance poses a threat to the security of the facility or an immediate risk to the safety 
of any person, the appliance will not be accepted. 

DEFINITION (S): 

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions will apply: 

Orthopedic Appliance: A specialized device that supports weakened or abnormal 
joints or limbs. Orthopedic devices include, but are not limited to, custom footwear and 
braces for the back, wrist, foot, ankle, or knee. 

Prosthetic Appliance: A specialized devise that replaces a missing body part or 
corrects a physical defect. Prosthetic devices include, but are not limited to, artificial 
limbs, eyeglasses, hearing aids, and dental appliances. 

 



 
TITLE: ORTHOPEDIC OR PROSTHETIC APPLIANCES H-0900 
 

Page 2 of 3 

 

Procedure A: 

Staff Receiving an Incarcerated Person with an Orthopedic or Prosthetic 
Appliance will: 

• Thoroughly search the appliance, with the assistance of medical staff if necessary. 

• If the staff member believes that the appliance is not a threat to the security of 
the facility or an immediate risk to the safety of any person, the incarcerated 
person will be allowed to keep the appliance. 

• If the staff member feels the appliance is a threat to the security of the facility or 
an immediate risk to the safety any person, the staff member will seize the 
appliance and notify the shift supervisor. 

The Shift Supervisor will: 

• Talk to the incarcerated person, talk to the staff member, inspect the appliance, 
and gather any other information necessary. The shift supervisor will decide if 
the incarcerated person will be allowed to keep the appliance. 

• If the incarcerated person is allowed to keep the appliance, have the appliance 
returned to the incarcerated person. 

• If the shift supervisor determines that the incarcerated person will not be allowed 
to keep the appliance, the shift supervisor will ensure that a physician evaluates 
the incarcerated person within 24 hours. 

• Notify the facility manager. 

• Ensure the appliance is stored appropriately with the incarcerated person’s 
property. 

The Examining Physician will: 

• Evaluate the incarcerated person’s need for the appliance. 

• Advise the facility manager of the results of the examination.  

The Facility Manager will: 

• Decide if the incarcerated person will be allowed to keep the appliance. 

• If the incarcerated person is allowed to keep the appliance, the facility manager will 
order the shift supervisor to have the appliance returned to the incarcerated person. 
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• If the facility manager decides not to allow the incarcerated person to have the 
appliance, the facility manager will notify the physician and the incarcerated 
person of the decision. The facility manager will ensure that the incarcerated 
person is provided with a copy of the Request for Return of an Orthopedic or 
Prosthetic Appliance (Attachment A). 

o Once the incarcerated person has signed the request form, the facility manager 
will complete the form and ensure that it is promptly filed with the superior court. 


