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ISSUE:  25-71 TRAINING BULLETIN     DATE: December 5, 2025   

  
KCSO Operations at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tejon 

Legal Authority and Procedures 
 
 
PURPOSE  

This training bulletin is intended to assist Kern County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) personnel 
in understanding their legal authority and responsibilities when enforcing criminal laws 
on tribal lands—specifically in relation to the recently opened Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Tejon, operated by the Tejon Indian Tribe. 

It provides an overview of Public Law 280 (PL-280) and outlines the jurisdictional 
framework governing law enforcement operations in Indian Country within California. It 
also highlights the intergovernmental agreement between KCSO and the Tejon Tribe, 
affirming KCSO’s authority to enforce criminal laws on the casino property. 

 

BACKGROUND 

PL-280, enacted by Congress in 1953, transferred certain criminal and civil jurisdictions 
from the federal government to state governments in designated states, including 
California. While intended to address jurisdictional gaps in Indian Country, PL-280 has 
resulted in complex relationships among federal, state and tribal authorities. 

Under PL-280, California has assumed full criminal jurisdiction and limited civil 
jurisdiction over tribal lands, except where federal law or tribal agreements specify 
otherwise. 

 

Jurisdictional Authority 

 Pursuant to PL-280, the State of California exercises full criminal jurisdiction over most 
tribal lands, including the investigation and prosecution of crimes committed by or against 
Native Americans. 

 KCSO is authorized to enforce state criminal laws at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tejon 
and adjacent tribal lands under a formal agreement with the Tejon Tribe. 
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Federal Jurisdiction 

 The Major Crimes Act (18 U.S.C. § 1153) grants the federal government jurisdiction over 
certain major offenses, including murder, rape, and arson, when committed by Native 
Americans within Indian Country. 

 Certain cases may fall under concurrent jurisdiction, wherein federal, state, and tribal 
entities each possess legal authority, necessitating coordinated enforcement efforts. 

Tribal Sovereignty 

 Federally recognized tribes, such as the Tejon Tribe, exercise inherent sovereignty over 
internal matters, including tribal membership, self-governance, and specific civil legal 
issues. 

 Although PL-280 grants the state criminal jurisdiction, tribal sovereignty continues to limit 
state involvement in areas beyond the law’s intended scope, such as internal governance 
and certain civil matters. 

Interagency Cooperation 

The Intergovernmental Agreement executed between KCSO and the Tejon Tribe sets 
forth the agreed-upon duties, jurisdictional boundaries, and procedural guidelines for law 
enforcement activities on tribal lands. 
 

OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE 

 Deputies should be aware of and respect tribal customs, leadership structures, and 
protocols when operating on tribal lands. 

 Deputies should coordinate with tribal security and leadership when responding to 
incidents at the casino or other tribal properties. 

 All enforcement actions on tribal lands must be thoroughly documented, including the 
jurisdictional basis and any coordination with tribal or federal authorities. 

 

SUMMARY 

Deputies are expected to maintain open and effective communication with tribal and 
federal partners and to stay informed through ongoing education regarding applicable 
laws, jurisdictional authority, and intergovernmental agreements that impact operations 
on tribal lands. 
 
By acknowledging this training bulletin, you indicate that you have read and understand 
the contents of this training bulletin and the Intergovernmental Agreement. All personnel 
in the Sheriff’s Deputy, Reserves, Park Rangers, and Coroner Investigators ranks are 
required to read and acknowledge this training bulletin no later than January 2, 2026. 
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